quantity of this solution in a watch-glass to dryness, a Chap. II.
bitter deliquescent sah was left behind. On this salt a
little sulphuric acid was dropped, and paper moistened
with ammonia was held over the glass 5 white vapours
were immediately formed over the glass; and conse*
quently some volatile acid was separated by the sulphu-
ric acid. Mr Lambe evaporated about eight ounce-
measures-of the same liquor, and^ as before, dropped a
little sulphuric acid on the residuum ; a strong effer-
vescence was excited, very pungent acid fumes arose^
which, from their smell, were" readily known to be mu-
riatic. The same truth was established beyond a doubt^
by holding a bit of paper, moistened with water, which
made the vapours visible in the form of a grey smoke;
a distinguishing characteristic, as Bergman has obser**
vedy of the muriatic acid. When manganese and rner-
eury were dissolved in sulphureted hydrogen gas, the
salts formed gave the same unequivocal marks of the
presence of muriatic acid*

This experiment of Mr Lambe has been lately re-
peated with every possible precaution By Vauquelinj,
and also by Guyton,,Morveau and Bouillon Lagrange 5
but these chemists did not succeed in obtaining a par-
ticle of oxymuriate of iron *. We must conclude, then.,
that in the experiment of Mr Lambe, muriatic acid
znust have insinuated itself into- his solution by some
unknown channel. A fact mentioned by Berthollet
may perhaps contribute something to explain this insi-
tiuatioiiy and may also suggest a valuable hint towards
the investigation of the real component parts of this ofo-

* Ann* de Cbim* xxx vii.